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SLUG TOCOME

BEST 
TRENDS 

FOREVER
Lifestyle blogger Monika Hibbs 

layers classic style with the latest 
trends, combining looks that flock 

together like birds of a feather.

THIS PAGE & OPPOSITE Almost 
everything in the kitchen of this West 
Coast home has been here since it 
was built in 2015 – the pendant lights 
and bar stools are forever pieces 
blogger Monika Hibbs doesn’t see 
herself ever parting with. To break  
up all the white, she layers in a few 
fresh items, such as woven baskets 
and a trendy mix of metals. 

TEXT BETHANY LYTTLE  |  PHOTOGRAPHY TRACEY AYTON

TREND: ENDURING STATEMENTS
BUILDING DESIGN, SuCasa Design; CONTRACT-
ING, Wescraft Home Builders; Behr Polar Bear 75 

WALL PAINT (throughout), The Home Depot; 
FLOORING (throughout), Divine Flooring; DOOR,  
WINDOWS (throughout), Westeck Windows  

& Doors; WALL TILES, World Mosaic Tile; custom 
CABINETRY DESIGN, My House Design/Build/

Team; custom CABINETRY, Nickels Cabinets; 

COUNTERTOP FABRICATION, SSC Countertops; 

RANGE, RANGE HOOD, Coast Appliances; PEN-
DANT LIGHTS, The Cross Decor & Design. 
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WITH ITS ACRES OF FARMLAND, 
grazing horses and mountain views, British Columbia’s 
Fraser Valley is a far cry from the seashore. But you’d 
never know that inside the local four-bedroom home 
that lifestyle blogger Monika Hibbs shares with her  
husband and their three young children. “It has a subtle 
coastal vibe,” she says of the space filled with watery 
blue and sandy beige accents.  

In January and February, when the days begin to  
lengthen but winter still lingers, nothing could be more 
welcome than a breezy palette. “This time of year, I get 
the urge to clear out the post-Christmas clutter and 
start fresh,” says Monika. “All of a sudden, it’s so obvi-
ous that it’s time for a new table lamp and toss cush-
ions, or to buy those larger items, such as a rug, that 
have been on my wish list.” Whether you’re feeling the 
post-holiday lull or the instinct to update at the start of 
a new year, this is a wonderful time to toss away things 
that aren’t working and bring in a little sunshine.

“When it comes to adding something small, trends  

ABOVE & RIGHT, TOP & 
CENTRE While islands 
are always in style, “sinks 
are the new kitchen It 
piece,” says Monika. “It’s 
my sweet spot. Here,  
the kids help with dishes 
and I arrange flowers. I 
can also watch the kids 
from the window when 
they’re playing outside.” 

RIGHT Fun removable 
wall decals brighten the 
kids’ play kitchen, just 
off the adult one. 

PLAY KITCHEN, Pottery 
Barn Kids; PRINTS, Minted; 
lemon WALL DECALS, 
Urban Walls. 

“This is where it all happens,” 
says Monika of the kitchen’s 
eat-in area. “Meals, gift-
wrapping, cookie-making 
and card games.” The large 
wooden pedestal table and 
beaded jute chandelier are 
statement pieces that have 
stuck around through many 
room redesigns. 

DINING TABLE, RH; CHANDE-
LIER, Ro Sham Beaux; custom 
DRAPERY, DRAPERY HARD-
WARE (throughout), Q. Design; 
PLATES (on wall), Anthropologie.
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Natural light floods into the 
family room through large 
windows and is reflected in 
the oversized mirror on the 
mantel. The space’s vibe is 
classic and coastal, with plush 
linen-upholstered sofas and 
rattan accents balanced by 
nautical trend-forward black 
patterned toss cushions. 

SOFAS, RH; WINGBACK CHAIRS, 
Lulu & Georgia; COFFEE TABLE, 
Wisteria; RUG, RugsUSA.com; 
DOORS, LaCantina Doors; MIRROR, 
Peridot Decorative Homeware & 
Design; THROW (on sofa), Hermès; 
TABLE LAMP, The Cross Decor & 
Design; BASKET, HomeSense; black 
and white TOSS CUSHIONS, Steph-
anie Jean Design.

“Ultimately, THE MOST IMPORTANT INVEST-
MENTS are in things you’ll keep for decades.”
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are definitely your friends,” says Monika. “They let you 
bring in a new look without a big commitment or crazy 
spending.” Even in traditional homes like Monika’s, 
where classic materials and forever furnishings are 
given priority, trends brighten things up. “In no way  
am I a trendy decorator, but I love using new things to 
explore and experiment,” she says. “A few cool toss 
cushions, a vase or a row of wow-factor bar stools have 
the power to revive your entire home for a low price.” 
It’s best to test trends in small doses and see how they 
sit with you, because fads come and go, but a piece’s 
staying power rests on its comfort, as well as how it 
suits your overall style. 

Coastal blue accents are a case in point. Shades  
of denim and indigo conjure sea and sky. “Deep blue 
and rich grey islands in otherwise white kitchens are 
hugely popular right now,” says Monika. “Since I’m cau-
tious by nature, a big change like that seems intimidat-
ing. But, by bringing in some navy blue in smaller ways, 
I’ve gradually grown used to its boldness, and now it’s 

ABOVE The landing at 
the top of the stairs en 
route to the kids’ rooms 
had always been empty. 
Since she walks by so 
often, Monika sought a 
little eye candy, so she 
bought the raw wood 
demilune console and 
uses it as a base to cre-
ate pretty vignettes. 
“There’s always a fresh 
view when I climb the 
stairs,” she says.

CONSOLE, Ave Home; 
PRINT, HomeSense; RUG,  
Caitlin Wilson Design.

The dining table is well-sized for 
entertaining, brainstorming and  
having birthday parties. Open 
shelving is great for displaying 
favourite serveware and trend 
pieces. Custom blue toss cush-
ions on rattan-caned chairs refer-
ence the custom artwork (shown 
opposite, top left), which was 
inspired by the blue hydrangeas 
that surround the house. 

DINING TABLE, LIGHT FIXTURE,  
The Cross Decor & Design; DINING 
CHAIRS, CB2; custom CHAIR CUSH-
IONS, TOSS CUSHIONS, Stephanie 
Jean Design; BUILT-INS, Nickels Cabin-
ets; RUG, Pottery Barn; custom Blue 
Hydrangeas ARTWORK, Dana Mooney.  
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ABOVE & RIGHT, TOP 
“Just because a room is 
functional doesn’t mean 
it can’t be beautiful,” 
says Monika. A state-
ment tub with a living 
room-worthy light fix-
ture and serene artwork 
amount to ultimate bath-
time luxury. The runner 
brings in a hit of blue. 

FAUCETS, Brizo; FLOOR 
TILES, World Mosaic Tile; 
MIRRORS, Pottery Barn; 
SIDE TABLE, Joss & Main; 
PENDANT LIGHT, SCONCES, 
The Cross Decor & Design; 
BLINDS, Stephanie Jean 
Design; RUNNER, Caitlin Wil-
son Design; PRINTS, Minted.

easy to imagine it appearing in my home on cabinetry 
or furniture.” (Maybe next time....)

“Ultimately, the most important investments are in 
things you’ll keep for decades,” says Monika. “Take  
the pendant lights hanging above my kitchen island. 
They’ve been with me since we built this house four 
years ago. They’re timeless.” The same is true of the bed 
in the master bedroom. “I designed that bed, and I still 
love it. The wings and tufting add a beautiful design  
element to the room,” she says of the cloud-like piece. 
“That’s definitely our forever bed.” 

And that’s the whole idea. “Mix forever items with 
fresh details. Don’t be scared to try new things, in small 
doses or large,” says Monika, who is in the process of 
moving her family – and her favourite pieces – to a new 
house. “Remember that this is your home: It’s a reflec-
tion of you, your family, your lifestyle and your signature 
look. Do your thing, and own it. When you pour a lot of 
love into your space, you’ll be sure to get great results.”

THIS PAGE & OPPOSITE, MIDDLE & 
BOTTOM RIGHT The focal point of  
the airy master bedroom is a button-
tufted bed frame designed by Monika 
and The Cross Decor & Design, one 
of her favourite Vancouver stores. 
Alongside the woven rug and beaded 
chandelier, a custom bench uphol-
stered in a blue floral fabric are in 
sync with the rest of the home.

Schumacher WALLPAPER, BED FRAME, 
BENCH, SIDE TABLES, CHANDELIER, 
TABLE LAMPS, SCONCE, EURO SHAMS, 
BEDDING, The Cross Decor & Design; RUG, 
RugsUSA.com; beach PRINT, Minted. 

FOR SOURCES,  
SEE OUR WORKBOOK


